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U.S. Starts “Proj ject 7

.53'3 a Move to i’mmies

NEW YORK TIMES
L NOVEMBER 1631
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WA.SHmG‘mN, a—m United
States Internaticnal " Communication

Agzency, respooding to a Reagan Admine
istration desire to counter Sovie!t prope-
ganda, hasbegmameﬂcr:o its
called *'Project Truth.””” " :

Charles Z, Wick, the agency‘s direc-
tor, who i3 dve to discuss the project
tornorrow in San Frarcisco at a mesting
of the Northern Califernia World Atfairs
Council, repartedly told a similar for-
eignpoucygrmpbmonoanmatm.s
agency would be working with the State
and Defense Departments as wel! as the
Central Inteiligence Agency in gatbn
ing“evideme’ forthe project. . ...
qu ons a s
ence within the Government and its
Cr&d.lbﬂlt]amd% Y e A

FastRepuaSaidroBcGod
“‘Project Truth™ is designed, accord.
ing to agency officiais, to provide a fast-
reply service to posts abroad when
TUmMOrs or cews revorts about Armerican
activity thought: 1o be untrue begin to
circulate, . .

Under the praject, . the agency will
2150 be issuing a monthly publication,
“Soviet Prooaganda Alert.” The first
i3sve, distributed wagmcypustsinem-
bassies abroad, was Oct. 15,

Since {ts inception at the end of World
V/ar 11 a3 the United States Information
Agency, the overseas information arm
of the Government has periodically
faced attempes to subject it to overall
policy direction by the Whits House or
State Department. The agency Iought

independence to protect
the creditility of its werk broad, partic-
ularly that of the Veice of America. ;.
Under legisiation passed in 1947 and
1953 to protect -Americans from the
propagmda of their own Governmen
**Soviet Propaganda Alert’ is classified
23 a “‘program item™ and therefore can-
notbemadembﬁch:thaUnitedStam.
Excerptsin Congressional Record ..
However, onder 2 ngradmal‘ex-
emptionfromthelaw, fromthe

first issue of the pudlication were read

' thatthe C.LA. wasimplicated in the air-

into theOmgressiam Recordon Oct. 23
and 27 by Rep. Robert H. Michel, Re-
publican of Illicols, the Hcme Mlmrity
Leader.c... - .

Tb:nd themamlt:iJ e
tics of Soviet ganrda
and examples of what the Amnmlnsu-a.
tion calis Soviet “disinformaticn,” or
deliberate falsehocds arnd forgeries.

‘Tte Admipistraticn has cn several oc.
casions singled cut what it considers ex.
amples of inaccurate and provocative
informaticn circulating abroad that !s
harmiul to the Unitad States.

:On: Oct. fm%- the State Demnment
issued a page special rt on
Soviet “‘disinformaticn’ actir:g; that
inctuded allegations of Mcocow’s r=
speesibility for reports that the Unitad
States was behind the seizure of the
Grarnd Mosque in Mecca in 1979, that an
American diplomat named to a post in’
Indiahad beenan intelligence agent and

crash ceath of Panama’s leader, Gen.
OmarTo:TijcsHemra,lastAugust. .
‘ - European Protests Cited

Since the publication of that docu-
ment, the Administration appears to
have added to its list of Soviet activities
what it says is Moscow’s support for the
recent antinuclear demcnstrations in
several Eurcpean capitals, . -

Accordingtoa high-ranking State De- |
partment official, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency has provided the State
Department with fairly detatled evi.
dence that purportedly links money
from the Soviet bloc to peace groups in
West Germany. The State Department
has scught to have the C.1.A. material
made public, tut repeatad requests for
thishave beenrejected by the agency. -

Mr. Wick, speaking to the National
Councll of World Affairs Organizations

% | here on Oct.-23, said; according to a |

memberof the audience, that the United
States International Communication

Agency had been working with other
Government branches to “‘develop” evi-
dence that demoenstrations against the

stationing of new American missiles in
Eurcpewere Communist-inspired. .
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